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KIMBERLEY SCIENCE AND CONSERVATION STRATEGY 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [12.07 pm]: I am pleased to inform the house 
that I visited West Kimberley last month to familiarise myself with a range of activities being undertaken as part 
of the Kimberley Science and Conservation Strategy, and other issues relevant to my portfolio in that part of 
Western Australia. These included meeting with the Kimberley Land Council to discuss the delivery of the 
Kimberley Science and Conservation Strategy, discussing waste management facilities with the Shire of 
Broome, and having talks on the creation of Roebuck Bay Marine Park and other proposed reserves and 
conservation areas including marine parks, the Naturebank site at Mt Hart, and the management of conservation 
areas around Fitzroy Crossing. I also took the opportunity to meet representatives of the Bunuba people at 
Fitzroy Crossing, where I was taken on a cultural and conservation tour of Geikie Gorge National Park. The 
Bunuba people are the primary custodians of a remarkable country in the Fitzroy River area. This country has 
distinct geological, geographical, archaeological, conservation, scientific, historical and Indigenous cultural 
values that are indeed exceptional on an international scale. I would like to acknowledge all the groups with 
whom I met, and I thank them for making their time available to meet with me.  

I draw the attention of the house to the joint management initiatives the government is driving in West 
Kimberley. These are the existing joint management arrangements with the Yawuru people, and the proposed 
joint management arrangements with the Dambimangari, Karajarri, Nyangumarta and Bunuba people, as well as 
their respective ranger programs. The passing of the Conservation Legislation Amendment Act 2011 in this 
Parliament enabled the fulfilment of the longstanding aspirations of Aboriginal people to be involved in the 
management of land and waters, and to be able to carry out traditional activities “on country” within 
conservation reserves. The Bunuba people have entered negotiations with the state on an Indigenous land use 
agreement. At the same time, through the Department of Environment and Conservation, the government intends 
to progress a joint management agreement pending the resolution of issues surrounding land within the Fitzroy 
Crossing township. I look forward to continuing the progress that has been made, and, when finalised, I am sure 
the Indigenous land use agreement will become another successful model for similar agreements across the 
Kimberley. 

In respect of the Bunuba ranger program, the program stems from a memorandum of understanding between the 
Bunuba people and the Department of Environment and Conservation in 2006 that has seen the relationship 
between the two groups strengthen and opportunities develop for the Bunuba to become involved in conservation 
and land management activities. The implementation of the government’s Kimberley science and conservation 
strategy in 2011 enabled the Bunuba ranger program to get underway. This program involves employing a local 
Bunuba person as a ranger coordinator, and the training and employment on a fee-for-service basis of eight 
Bunuba men and women in land management activities. Training provided by DEC has encompassed a range of 
activities such as trapping feral pigs, first aid, bushfire awareness, global positioning systems and map reading 
skills, and weed control and the safe use of chemicals. It also has included literacy and numeracy skills. 

This is a highly successful program that is not only delivering employment opportunities but also involving local 
Aboriginal people at an operational level in joint management arrangements for a very special environment. 
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